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Trewis [z=ghed as e tore at the wrapping paper on his birthday present. Hewasso 1!
FeeBiv, b would bave the coolest pair of name-brand basketball shoes.

AH e guys an bis team were wearing the name-brand shoes of a popular basketball player, Chuck
Hart Alifwash Hart wes crticized for his poor sportsmanship and infamous ___ 2, he was a great
misyer. Ik fact, Travis wasn't thinking about Hart’s behavior; he had only expected to see Hart’s name
on e side of the box. The first indication that something was ____ 3 came as he tore away the
lest piece eof pemer. Not Hart's. The new shoes were the name-brand of another player, Robert Ryann,
who wes koewn for kis amazing work in the community.

Trevissbends 4 ; his heart stopped. It wasn’t that the Ryann shoes weren’t nice, but
wingt world Bs fends think?

Thzy were the wroog shoes and Travis would be teased by the other players. When he looked up
i BESs Ged's eves, hawever, Travis knew he couldn’t tell him, “Thanks, Dad. I was really hoping for
shoes” Trevis seid as ke pulled the shoes out of the box.

Nizx: momng his dad drove him to school. Whenthey 5 in front of his destination, Travis
slowiy epemad the car door. Just then, his dad stopped him. “Hey, Travis, wait a minute, look...” his

dedssid 6 . “Travis, I know those aren’t the shoes you had hoped for, but I saw the names of

e w0 S5vs aad made a(r) choice. The guy whose.name is on those shoes;” he said, pointing down
=t Treais's et “Is someone | 7 . Do you know how often Ryann has found himself in

o

-

“Ne,” Trawis said.

“Niewer. He's pever talked back to his coach or started a fight, and he’s a team player. You could
hmve arted Bee & Kid when you didn’t get the shoes you wanted, Travis, but you were polite and made
the bestof & Youw Bave 9, like the guy whose name is on these shoes. I’m hoping that
somadEy. yeor peme will be on the coolest pair of shoes I’ll ever see.”

Whm Travis looked down at his feet, he saw the shoes differently. His dad had-used his mind and
hezrogive e son e thoughtful 10 .

1. A sopoised B. excited C. ashamed D. worried
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2. A. behavior B. skill C. performance D. action

3. A, strange B. funny C. true ‘D, wrong

4. A. folded B. fell C. shook D. froze
5.A. putup B. took up C. pulled up D. turned up
6. A. hesitantly B. naturally C. delightedly D, peacefully
7. A. believe B. miss C. admire D. remember
8. A. danger B. anger C. sorrow D. trouble

9. A. honor B. courage C. dream D. belief

10. A. look B. gift C. hope D. lesson
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Everyone can be stressed at times. For example, many students may find examinations
___11__ (stress). Here is some advice for you. First, do not put too much pressure on yourself. Second,
set achievable___12__ (goal) and organize your studies and work with a schedule. Build self-
confidence. Tell yourself, “I can be better!” Do something __ 13 (challenge) and you will feel
excited. Read books. it can help you feel less stressed and it is also a fruitful and satisfying hobby.

B

The two men started up the street, arm in arm. The man from the West talked about his successful
life. The other listened with interest. There was a big store at the corner, full of light. They turned to
look at each other and Bob cried out. “You are not Jimmy Wells. Twenty years is a long time, but not
long enough _ 14 (change) the shape of a man's nose.” “It sometimes changes a good man into a
bad one.” said the tall man. “You've been ___15___arrest for ten minutes, Bob. The Chicago police
are looking for you. Now, before we go to the station, hereisanote I ___16 __ (ask) to hand you. You
may read it here, in the light of the window. It's from officer Wells.

C

As1 17 __ (listen) to these polyglots telling me about their methods, it suddenly dawned on
me: the one thing we all have in common is that we simply found ways to enjoy the language-learning
process. All of these polyglots were talking about language learning as if it was great fun. You should
have seen their faces ___18 ___ they were showing me their colorful grammar charts and their
carefully handmade flash cards, and their statistics about learning vocabulary using apps, or cven how
they lovetocook __ 19  (base) on recipes in a foreign language. All of them use different methods,
but they always make sure it's something ___20___ brings us joy.
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21. Despite the terrible failure, you didn’t (kR &),




22. All her hard work (f8%|[E3R) in the end, and she finally passed the exam,

23. We have to make an effort to (BR_L) this fast-paced world.

24, Last Friday, I (3R4221n) the yoga class at the gym.

25. Music _ ({ERIRE) when I feel down.

26. 1like sports, football (UHE).

27. There is no better way than long-distance running to know yourself and to see what you

(FRENH).

28. J ;(n;;ny (FF8) every opportunity to practice his communication
skills.

29, [ still feel (8 Bt4T) the fault. I should’ve checked one more time.

30. Morrie gave me tremendous inspirations though he was (&...5%23) terminal
cancer.

31. Playing computer games can be beneficial, but it will be a different matter once we

(%) them.
32. Finally, Jeremy (MH1%5Z) the defeat with Dr. Martin’s encouragement.
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For people who struggle to read text, technology can be a lifeline. Actually, assistive technology
(AT) tools for reading can also be useful to students who just need some extra assistance to aid reading

fluency or comprehension. These tools are inexpensive and easy to find. They open up the wonderful
world of reading, making text accessible to students of all abilities. But with so many tools out there,
it’s not always easy to know which oncs to use.

To help, here’s a guide to some best ones.
®  Graphic organizers

They are visual representations, like diagrams and mind maps, of ideas and concepts. You can use
graphic organizers to help with comprehension while reading. Graphic organizers can be digital or pen
and paper.
® Annotation aids

They let you take notes and write comments while reading. This can make it easier to keep
information. Annotation aids can be part of software or apps, or they can be traditional pens, markers,
and sticky notes.
® Display control

It allows you to control how text is displayed. When reading on a screen, you can change the
font( =44 ), font size, and spacing of text. You can also cover parts of the screen to lessen
distractions(F#fi) while reading.
® Text-to-speech (TTS)

It lets you see text and hear it read aloud at the same time. To use this tool, you click on words,
and yow’ll hear the words read by computer-generated voices. You can even read after it and record
your own voice, TTS can also be used to change any digital text files into audio files.
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@ Optical character recognition (OCR)
It can read aloud text from images and pictures. You can use OCR by taking photos of worksheets,
paper documents, and even objects like street signs. Like TTS, OCR uses computer-generated voices.
Keep in mind that using AT reading tools won’t prevent people from learning to read. For example,
experts say audiobooks can actually help kids become better readers.
33. If a reader prefers taking his feelings down while reading, he’d better use

A. graphic organizers B. text-to-speech

C. annotation aids D. display control
34, What feature makes OCR unique?

A. Changing file types. B. Reading words in pictures.

C. Using computer-generated voices. D. Editing photos of documents.
35. According to the author, AT reading tools are

A. innovative but complicated B. expensive but worthwhile

C. helpful and energy-efficient D. accessible and beneficial

B

My father was a keen baseball fan. Whenever he could, Dad took me out to the park and pitched
balls for me to hit.

One day at the park, a woman pushing a young boy in a wheelchair stopped to watch us play. My
dad was over to them in a flash to ask if the child could join our game. The woman explained that her'
son had polio(2J> JLBRFLAE) and wouldn’t be able to get out of the chair. That didn’t stop my dad. He
placed the bat in the youngster’s hand, pushed him outto home-plate and assisted him in holding the

bat. Then he yelled out to me, “Anne, pitch one in to us.”
I saw the delight in the boy’s eyes, so I aimed at the bat-and let the ball fly. The ball made contact

with the bat with an assist from my dad and the child screamed with joy. As I turned, I heard my dad

singing Take Me Out to the Ball Game.
An hour later we all left the field, very tired but very happy. Dad told the mother to bring the'boy

back next Saturday and we would play another game.

Dad and I were at the field the next Saturday but the mother and son never came. Twenty years
passed, with my dad gone, I had very mixed emotions about leaving the neighborhood. Before moving
I decided to take one last walk around the park where Dad and I had spent so' many happy moments.
Two Little League teams were on the field just about to start a-game. I felt:the sting of tears in my eyes
as I watched the children play the game.

“Jeff, protect your base,” one coach yelled. I cheered the runner on when the ball was hit far into
the outficld. The coach turned and smiled, “I never thought I’d ever be a coach playing on this field.
You see, I had polio as a child and was restricted to a wheelchair. Thanks to a man’s assistance, 1 was
able to hit the ball and hear him singing the song Take Me Qut to the Ball Game. I believe that
experience gave me the desire to walk again. I'hope that someday I’l] look up in the stands and see
that man and his daughter again. I sure would like to thank him.”

36. The author was tearful when watching the children playing the game because
A. she hadn’t recovered from the loss of her father
B. she was reminded of her father playing with her in the park
C. she realized that her father hadn’t received.thanks from others.
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D. she was moved by the son who became a coach twenty years later

37. Which is the right order of the following events?

a. The author’s father died.

b. The author played with the boy.

¢. The author left the neighborhood.

d. The author waitcd for the boy to turn up.

e. The author saw the boy coaching a team,

A. d-b-e-c-a B. b-d-a-e-c C. b-d-a-c-¢ D. d-b-e-a-c
38. The passage conveys the message that

A. never judge a book by its cover

B. where there is a will, there is a way

C. birds of the same feather flock together

D. a simple act of kindness can change a life

&
The Rise of Voice Technology

Voice technology has come a long way. Just a few years ago, it would have been unusable. But
now, those who follow the technology know that it has got considerably better.

Writing with your voice raises several interesting questions, How difficult is it actually? Human
speech involves a lot more starting and stopping with errors and the need for repairing broken sentences
than you may think. Even gifted speakers make mistakes. To turn the spoken word into reasonable
writing requires lots of planning. You’ll need some kinds of notes or other organisers to make it work.

Another question turning speech into writing raises is the style. How would writing make the
change that people speak their writing rather than type? Chances are that it would come up with many
more short sentences and more concrete language, which is good. It would probably also rely on
prepared phrases a lot more often, which is not available when you are speaking quickly.

To confirm this, a column was not written, but dictated (7 5). It was composed from brief notes
written down for structure only, and it was edited for length, with all of the original errors kept in. Here
were the results. The first was that the literal accuracy was extremely high. There weren’t many cases
where the software had heard one word incorrectly and written down another. But the other result-was
that the readability of this column was rather bad. Obviously, the blame is not with the technology at
all, which turns out to be rather good. Speaking into writing relies on a better human brain than the
one we currently possess. Writing is hard. There’s a reason it can’t be done at the speed of speech, in
real time. ‘

To clarify the matter, this time paragraph breaks were added after the whole writing. Punctuations
(#7732 had to be spoken aloud, and after a full stop, the first word in the new sentence was capitalized
automatically. Some minor punctuation marks were.added to make it clearer. To improve accuracy,
people “trained” the software beforehand, reading a prewritten passage aloud. Actually it turns out to
be more effective. All of these ensure the satisfactory completion of turning speech into writing.

Language is the most important tool for human interaction, and voice is one beautiful part of
language. With the maturity of modern technology, it has given birth to a great change in the human-
computer voice interaction. '

39. What can we infer from the passage?



A. Voice technology has not improved much in recent years.
B. Human speech in nature is broken and weak in logic.
C. Texts turned from speech can be accurate but confusing.
D. Improved voice technology produces perfect writing.
40. To achieve better results, the author mentions some changes for
A. adding minor punctuation marks
B. processing errors in a column
C. increasing the number of brief notes
D. integrating short paragraphs in writing
41. The author suggests that
A. human brains are responsible for poor dictated writing
B. writing with voice promises to improve the quality of writing °
C. writing is an unnatural act that can hardly be leamned and improved
D. technology has a long way to go in the human-computer voice interaction
42. What is the passage mainly about?
A. Why people fully intend to turn speech into writing.
B. What role voice technology plays in improving readability.
C. Where the human-computer voice interaction is at an advantage.
D. How voice technology enables the change from speech into writing.

D

“If I only had a little humility, I'd be perfect,” the media giant Ted Turner supposedly said-
sometime in the 1990s. Why be modest? Aristotle said: “All men by nature desire to know.”
Intellectual humility is a particular instance of humility, since you can be down-to-carth about most
things but still ignore your mental limitations.

Intellectual humility means recognising that we don’t know everything. Actually it means we
should acknowledge that we're probably biased in our belief about just how much we understand
and seek out the sources of wisdom that we lack.

The Internet and digital media have created the impression of limitless knowledge at our
fingertips. But, by making us lazy, they have opened up a space that ignorance can fill. The
psychologist Tania Lombrozo of the University of California explained how technology enhances
our illusions (87%c) of wisdom. She argues that the way we access information is critical to our
understanding — and the more easily we can recall an image, word or statement, the more likely
we’ll think we’ve successfully learned it, and so withdraw from effortful cognitive processing.
Logical puzzles presented in an unfriendly font (5244), for example, can encourage someone to
make extra effort to solve them. Yet this approach runs counter to the nice designs of the apps and
sites that populate our screens, where our brain processes information in a “smooth” way. What
about all the information that presents online? Well, your capacity to learn from it depends on your
attitudes,

Intellectually humble people don’t hide or ignore their weaknesses. In fact, they see them as
sources of personal development, and use arguments as an opportunity to refine their views. People
who are humble by nature tend to be more open-minded and quicker to resolve disputes, since they
recognise that their own opinions might not be valid.
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At the other end of the scale lies intellectual arrogance. Such arrogance almost always
originates from the egocentric bias — the tendency to overestimate their own virtue or importance,
ignoring the role of chance or the influence of other people’s actions on their lives. This is what
makes these people credit success to themselves and failure to circumstance. From an evolutionary
perspective, intellectual arrogance can also be seen as a way of achieving dominance through
forcing one’s view on others. Intellectually arrogant people hardly invest mental resources in
discussion or working towards group consensus, thus making it hard for groups to work

successfully.

The Thrive Center for Human Development in California, which seeks to help young people
tum into successful adults, is funding a series of major studies about intellectual humility. Their
hypothesis is that humility, curiosity and openness are key to a fulfilling life. “Without humility,
you are unable to learn,” Laszlo Bock, Google’s Head of People Operations, notes.

43, Technology enhances our illusions of wisdom because it
A. allows easy access to abundant information

B. offers too much unreliable information

C. enables people to think critically

D. makes it hard for people to recall information

44. According to Para.3, intellectually humble people

A. value others’ opinions more than their own

B. use online information to better themselves

C. are unwilling to show their strengths

D. prefer to solve difficult problems

45. The underlined word “dominance” in Para. 5 means

A. equality B. diversity C. authority D. humility
46. The author will probably agree that .

A. intellectual arrogance is the result of evolution

B. successful people are often unaware of their limitations

C. circumstances don’t favor intellectually arrogant people

D. intellectually arrogant people often lack team spirits
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Time Blindness
“Time blindness” refers.to the inability to recognize when time has passed or to estimate how long
something will take.___ 47 1t’s more just a general way of talking about the phenomenon of losing
track of time. Everybody has time blindness at times, we all can get caught up in something and get
‘in the zone.’

48 They’re called automatic attention and directed attention. Automatic attention responds
to a network in your brain called the default mode. It’s.yourhappy place. It’s what you use when you’re
doing something you find interesting — maybe that’s frosting a three-tier cake or running long
stretches on a beautiful summer’s day. 49 1t’s essentially, cruise control for your mind.

Directed attention is what we use when we’re engaged in things we have to do, but don’t necessarily
) ,



want to do. That can include things like listening to a particularly dry lecture at school. Or filing your
taxes. It’s not stimulating. 50 That’s because your brain wants to find something more
pleasurable so it can hop back into automatic attention and take its foot off the gas pedal.

When you’re experiencing time blindness, it’s because you’re running on automatic attention,
you’re into something and you’re excited about it. So, you’re not noticing the time, 51 It’s a
drag. And it takes a whole lot of effort to maintain. When you regularly lose track of time, it can make
it more difficult to get work done by a certain deadline or to be where you’re supposed to be, when
you’re supposed to be there.

The key to keeping automatic attention from hijacking your agenda for the day is to find ways to
redirect your focus back to the moment. It’s a matter of kicking your brain out of hyperfocus by
reminding it there are other things that need your attention. Putting reminders out in the physical world
can bring your mind back to the present moment and keep you on task.

No one likes to use directed attention.

We all can lose track of time sometimes.

It isn’t a diagnosis or a specific symptom.

It’s the kind of attention that lets time fly by because you’re having a good time.

And it takes considerable effort at times to keep your mind from wandering.

Our brains constantly shift between two types of attention depending on the situation.
Be mindful of when you’re about to engage in an activity that tends to keep your focus.
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52. Read the story in passage B again. Summarize the story in about 100 words.
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stressful

goals

challenging

to change

under

was asked / have been asked
was listening/ listened
when/ while/as

based

that

W=

let me down;

paid off;

keep up with;

signed up for;

cheers me up;

in particular;

are capable of

are capable of

Takes/took advantage of;/makes/made use of
responsible for;

suffering from;

are/get/ become addicted to;
recovered from;
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My dad and I love baseball. One day at the park, we saw a woman with his son who had polio and couldn’t walk. My
dad invited the boy to join our game, he helped the boy tired and experienced the happiness of playing baseball. As we left
the field, my dad invited them to play again the following week, but they never showed up. Years later, as I took a final walk
in the park, I witnessed a coach, who turned out to be the boy we played with, sharing his story of how my dad's kindness
and support inspired him to walk again. I realized that a kind action can change a person’s life. (116 i)



