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In 2019, Thierry Henry, a bus driver, found there was a rise in bike thefts in his
city, Reykjavik. Rather than 1  that the bike was gone forever, he decided to

take matters into his own hands and started to track down the bikes and return them

to their 2 owners.

The 44-year-old has helped return hundreds of stolen bikes in the past 4 years.
His social media account has over 14,500 members and helps people track down more
than just lost bikes. His page 3 to people who have lost tools, cars and other

items of high value. On top of his noble act, Henry has helped the bike 4 to

reform in the process,

_ 5 , Henry would deal with the thieves with anger. However, over time, he
realized that most of the thefts were driven out of poverty and other issues. He went
from feeling 6  towards the thieves, to developing empathy (R # .4) for their
situations. It was very tough at first. But Henry decided to try to 7  them and
just talk to them.

From this moment onward, he reached out to the thieves, offering help and
guidance, After the change in his 8 , Henry found that the bike thieves began to
often hand back the bikes to him. Amazingly, some former thieves that Henry helped
now 9 him in looking for the stolen bikes.

“It’s like a 10

that has got bigger and bigger,”. says Henry. “It’s not only
me. Many times, someone spots a bike hidden in a bush and takes a picture. Then

someone else comments, ‘hey, that’s my bike’_ ”

Thanks to Henry, everyone’s looking out,
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1. A. claim B. expect C. accept D. realize

2. A. new B. honest C. careless D. rightful

3. A. belongs B. extends C. returns D. refers

4. A. owners B. makers C. thieves D. sellers

5. A. Initially B. Unknowingly C. Incredibly D. Unwillingly
6. A. regretfully B. negatively C. guiltily D. helplessly
7. A. level with B. reply to C. side with D. apologize to
8. A. plan B. occupation C. habit D. approach

9. A, assist B. trust C. engage D. drag

10. A. dream B. snowball C. rainbow D. balloon
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A
When I lived in Boston, I taught English as a second language to adult students
from around the world. On the last day, they threw a nice party. I was amazed they
had learned enough English 11  (arganize) such an event altogether. At the end
of the party, they proudly handed me a gift box. After the box 12 (open), I
gently lifted a beautiful coat from it. “We went shopping for a new coat!” they all
shouted 13  wonderfully perfect English.
B
In early November in 2023, a diver, swimming off the coast of Sardinia, 14
(notice) pieces of metal on the ocean floor. He called the authorities and more divers
were sent to lobk. The pieces turned out to be ancient Roman coins. The coins
mostly lay 15  (bury) in sand and seagrass not far from the coast. It is said that

more than 30, 000 coins have been found, 16  dre close to 2,000 years old.

Experts call this a major historical discovery.
C

ChatGPT is a chatbot. Same schools 17  (ban) it since its birth. They need

time tto malee rules about 18 it’s to be used properly in class. Some teachers see it

asa 19 (cheat) tool. But many principals believe it’s too late to keep Al out of

classrooms. A growing number of 20  (educate) say the panic about Al is a lot

like the panic caused by the Internet when it was new. One of them says, “ChatGPT

is to English and to writing what the calculator is to math. ”
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Are you looking for teen volunteer opportunities for 2024 that provide a
rewarding experience that will stay with you for life? Every year thousands of teens
choose to volunteer abroad with International Volunteer HQ(IVHQ)—the world’s most
trusted provider of safe and affordable volunteer programs for teens.

Service trips for teens are available in more than 50 destinations and there are 17
teen volunteer programs for 16 to 18 year-olds. Some of the best programs in 2024
include Turtle Conservation in Bali, Animal Care in Costa Rica and Childcare in
Tanzania. Or, if you're wanting to volunteer with a group of students from your high
school, TVHQ can tailor a program for your group too!

» Benefits for velunteers:

e There is no doubt that volunteering as a teenager is a meaningful way to

broaden your education and add experiences that will stand out on your college

application.

« Crossing boundaries to work with partners from different parts of the world
fosters global understanding.

o Living in a country different to your own means that you will be involved in a
new culture, cuisine, and way of thinking.

» Guaranteed support:

Chances are your parents will also want to learn more about IVHQ, whether or
not they will go abroad with you. Having placed more than 130, 000 volunteers
abroad, we're always happy to speak with parents to ensure all their questions are

_.fielded. Through our online safety training, comprehensive information brochures,
on-going support from experienced program managers and round-the-clock support
from our local teams, IVHQ volunteers are well supported to make the most of the
time abroad.

If you're ready to pack your bags and experience a completely different lifestyle

and widen your global perspective, please contact us. IVHQ will be more than happy
to offer a service.
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21, What can IVHQ provide for a high school group?

A. Rewards fo1 volunteering. B. A free service trip.

C. An opportunity to study abroad.

D. A specialized program.
22. What does IVHQ promise to volunteers?

.A. Local teams’ assistance., B. Partners’ support.

C. College recommendation letters. D. Parents’ company

23. The main purpose of the passage is to
A. advocate volunteering

B. introduce requirements
C. advertise a service

D. suggest a lifestyle

B
An Art Class
When Kelly was twelve, she started taking classes at Miss Grace’s School for
Art. She didn t like it at first: the “novice artists”—the kids who hadn’t really done

art before—worked mostly with clay, and Kelly was a terrible sculptor.

It wasn’t until her third year that Kelly found something she was really good
at—charcoal drawing (Z#). She loved watching the lines spread unevenly across the

page as she moved the bits of charcoal back and forth over the paper.
One day, Sophia. the best artist in her class, sat down and set up her easel ({EZ%2)
next to Kelly. Kelly felt a sinking feeling in her stomach. She’d.actually found an art
form that she enjoyed—and was good at—and now Sophia was going to outshine her

again? Kelly fought back tears when Miss Grace entered the room.

“Hello class,” Miss Grace said. “We’ll continue to work on the project today. ”
What masterpiece would Sophia have come up with?

Kelly looked at Sophia’s easel and she couldn’t believe it—it was a mess! For a
brief moment, Kelly couldn’t actually believe her drawing was better than Sophia’s.
But tiien she looked at Sophia, who was watching Kelly with an anxious expression.
“I...I couldn’t decide what to do,” Sophia said, “And you’re so good. Sometimes
I feel like my stuff is just so bad in comparison. ”
Kelly looked to see if Sophia was joking, but she seemed completely serious.

Now Kelly was shocked. “I'm not talented - Miss Grace seldom praises me. You're
the best one in our class!”

5
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Sophia raised her eyebrows. “I might be a really good copier of the stuff, but
have no idea what to do when it comes to making up my own images. You are so
great at making new things out of the old stuff. I've loved your works. ”

“T’ve loved yours, too,” Kelly said.

“Well, definitely not this one,” Sophia said.

Kelly smiled. “Maybe not right now, But if you move these lines up -.-” she
said, pointing her finger on Sophia’s paper.

Sophia was quiet for a moment. “That’s a great idea!” she said finally.

Kelly smiled and turned back to her drawing, looking every so often at Sophia’s

work to see that she was taking her advice, down to the last line.

24. When Kelly started classes at the art school, she
A. was not good at the course
B. lacked confidence in drawing
C. was often pushed by Miss Grace
D. did not get along with the other kids
25. How did Kelly feel when Sophia sat beside her?

A Thrilled. B. Confused. C. Frustrated. D. Relieved.
26. What did Kelly do in the art class?
A. She inspired Sophia.
B. She praised Sophia’s creativity.
C. She decided to outshine Sophia.
D. She finished the drawing for Sophia.
27. What can we learn from the passage?
A. Interest is the best teacher.
B. You are what you believe to be.
C. Everyone has their own strengths.

D. Hard work will eventually pay off.

C
Research spanning several decades demonstrates that you are more likely to think
the information that is repeated to be true than the information you hear only once.
You usually assume that if people put in effort to repeat a statement, this reflects the

truth of the statement. This tendency—also called the truth effect—is a bias (4f )

that can lead you to draw incorrect conclusions,
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To what degree are people aware of the truth effect? This question was addressed in
a paper in the journal Cognition early this year.

In the critical study in this paper, participants did two sessions. In one session,
they read about a hypothetical (B #) #9) study in which they were exposed to some
statements and then were asked whether both statements they had heard before as
well as these new statements were true. They were asked to predict the proportion (tL%i)
of each statement that would be judged as true. They did this both as a prediction of
other people’s performance as well as a prediction of how they would do in this study.

At another session a few days later, participants actually performed this study,
reading a set of 20 statements in the hypothetical study again and then judging the
truth of altogether 40 statements, half of which were from the hypothetical study and
the other half of which were new.

This studv did replicate the well known truth effect. People were more likely to

judge statements they had seep before as true than statements that were new. Two
interesting findings emerged from the predictiona. First, participants tended to
underestimate the size of the truth effect for everyone. That is, while they did expect
some difference in judgments between the statements seen before and those that were
new, they thought this difference would be smaller than it actually was., Second,

participants more significantly underpredicted the truth effect for themselves

compared to that for other people.

This study is particularly important in light of the amount of misinformation
present in social media. Many people have the power to influence public opinion about
important matters. Flooding social media feeds with misinformation will lead people
to believe this information is true just because it is stated. Recognizing that we are all

susceptible to this influence of repeated information should lead us to mistrust our

intuition (B %) about what is true and to look up important information prior to using

it to make important judgments and decisions.

28, In the first paragraph, the author intends to

A. clarify a misconception B. present a phenomenon

C. challenge a statement D. confirm a theory
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29. What can we learn from the study?

A. Impacts of the truth effect require further studics.

B. Making predictions before judgments is significant.

C. People have hardly any awareness of the truth effect.
D. People tend to believe they can make wiser judgments,

30. What does the word “susceptible” underlined in the last paragraph most probably mean?

A. Critical. B. Subject. C. Opposed. D. Adapted.

D

When I teach research methods, a major focus is peer review. As a process, peer

review evaluates academic papers for their quality, integrity and impact on a field,
largely shaping what scientists accept as “knowledge” - By instinct, any academic
follows up a new idea with the question, “Was that peer reviewed?”

Although I believe in the importance of peer review and I help do peer reviews for

several academic journals—I know how vulnerable the process can be.
I had my first encounter with peer review during my first year as a Ph.D student.

One day, my adviser handed me an essay and told me to have my-written review back

to him in a week. But at the time, I certainly was not a “peer”—I was too new in my
field. Manipulated data (RZA9%#E) or substandard methods could easily have gone
undetected. Knowledge is not self-evident. Only experts would be able to notice
them, and even then, experts do not always agree on what they notice.

Let’s say in my life I only see white swans. Maybe I write an essay, concluding
that all swans are white. And a “peer” says, “Wait a minute, I’ve seen black
swans. ” I would have to refine my knowledge.

The peer plays a key role evaluating observations with the overall goal of
advancing knowledge. For example, if the above story were reversed, and peer
reviewers who all believed that all swans were white came across the first study

observing a black swan, the study would receive a lot of attention.

So why was a first-year graduate student getting to stand in for an expert? Why would

my review count the same as an expert’s review? One answer: The process relies almost

entirely on unpaid labar.
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Despite the fact that peers are professionals, peer review is not a profession. As

a result, the same over-worked scholars often receive masses of the peer review

requests, Besides the labor inequity, a small pool of experts can lead to a narrowed
process of what is publishable or what counts as knowledge, directly threatening
diversity of perspectives and scholars. Without a large enough reviewer pool, the

process can easily fall victim to biases, arising from a small community recognizing
each other’s work and compromising conflicts of interest.

Despite these challenges. I still tell my students that peer review offers the best
method for evaluating studies amxl advancing knowledge. As a process, peer review

theoretically works. The question is whether the issues with peer review can be

addressed by professionalizing the field.

31. What can we learn about peer review in the first paragraph?
A. Tt generates knowledge.
B. It is commonly practiced.
C. It is a major research method.
D. It is questioned by some scientists.
32. What can be inferred about the example of swans?
A. Complexity of peer review ensures its reliability.
B. Contradictions between scientists may be balanced.
C. Individuals can be limited by personal experiences.
D. Experts should detect unscientific observation methods.

33. What is the author’s major concern about peer review?
A. Workload for scholars,

B. Toughness of the process.
C. Diversification of publications.
D. Financial support to reviewers.
34, The passage is mainly about
A. what fuels peer review
B why peer review is imperfect

C. how new hands advance peer review

D. whether peer reviewers are underrated
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Today, what we have, is an always-in-your-pocket, 24/7 news cycle. When you

open a news app, you’ll notice a brief moment when the “old news” is still there. In a

flash, the ancient history of a few hours ago is swept away for the next “breaking

news”. 35 It’s endless, but you had better keep up.
Researchers introduce this world to the phrase, “noise bottleneck”. A noise

bottleneck is where we are overwhelmed with so much information or noise that our
cognitive(GAENY) abilities can’t keep up. _ 38 Thus, while our attention can watch
hours. of videos, our long-term learning processes ean t.

We watch TV holding our phones, and we listen to music while

37
shopping. However, the human brain might have structural limitation rooted in the

cognitive architecture which causes the slowing down that occurs when two tasks are

performed at the same time,
In short, your brain is not as good as you think it is. You are a human being who

can only take in so much a day. Understanding the noise bottleneck allows us to fix

it. So, here are three tips to get you going:
Clear your content—set up a new account on social media and follow only

accounts or people that you think are really valuable.
Single-task—you don’t need to rid the phone but do rid the distractions. 38

Say, “I will only read this magazine after dinner, ” Multitasking is for show; single-tasking

is for pros.
Accept your limits—you’ll never rexad all the news. Accept you can only choose
You're getting more out of those few than

two or three and embrace that fact. 39
that “super-productive” person on social media who says they read five books a week. After

all, it’s better to have a little remembered than a lot forgotten.

A. Give yourself a time limit or restriction if it helps.
B. Don’t beat yourself up that you’re being unproductive.

C. Every second, you are presented with new information.

D. Breaking through the noise bottleneck is a legendary idea.
E. The matter is made worse by our modern addiction to multitasking.

F. Multitasking has dramatically changed the way we use information.
G. Our brains have limited resources, spread across numerous functions.
BEEE FIREIIR)
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If you are a psychology enthusiast, you have probably heard of the famous
marshmallow test (B#E¥LR). In this task, kids are given a marshmallow, and are told
that they can eat that marshmallow now, or wait a little while, and have two marshmallows

instead. Some kids eat the marshmallow immediately, but most try their best to wait
for two.

When the researchers followed up with those kids later in life, children who

waited longer had better life outcomes: more academic success, better social

behavior, and even markers of better health, They believe those children who keep
waiting are the ones with the most self-control—a key factor in success, and that’s

why they are so successful later.

But what if the behavior in the marshmallow test has more to do with cultural

norms than self-control?

A 2022 study tested the idea that children may decide how long to wait for

rewards based on what they are accustomed to waiting for in their culture. For

example, in the United States, there is no widespread mealtime custom of waiting

until everyone is served. In Japan, however, there is.
Because of this difference in norms, the researchers hypothesized that Japanese
children would wait longer in the marshmallow test than the American children. This
is exactly what they found later in experiments.
But this isn’t conclusive evidence; after all, maybe Japanese children actually

have better self-control, or maybe they differ from American children in other ways

that could explain the result.

In the U.S., gifts are usually given on special occasions and children usually have

to wait before they can unwrap their presents. In Japan, however, gift-giving
happens more often, and children usually open presents immediately.
Given these cultural differences, scientists expected that if they ran the test with

gifts instead of marshmallows, American kids would wait longer. Once again, their

1ypothesis was correct.
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This is a powerful result because it demonstrates the importance of culture and
habit in shaping behavior. If a child waits only few minutes before giving up on two
marshmallows but much longer to unwrap a gift, can we really say that child lacks
self-control? I don’t think so. I think it just means that they are adjusting well to

their social settings.

40. According to the researchers, why do children who wait longer have better life
outcomes?

41, What was the purpose of the 2022 study?

42, Please decide which part is false in the following statement, then underline it and
explain why.
» When scientists ran the test with gifts, American kids behaved the same as they

did in the test with marshmallows.
43. Besides the cases mentioned in the passage, please give one or two examples to

show how culture shapes your behavior. (In about 40 words)
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Dear Jim,

Yours,
Li Hua
(BESBEEXSEETFEEREA)
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40. Because they believe those children are the ones with the most self-control.
41. To test if the behavior in the marshmallow test has more to do with cultural norms
than self-control.
42. When scientists ran the test with gifts, American kids behaved the same as they
did in the test with marshmallows.

When scientists ran the test with gifts instead of marshmallows, American kids
waited longer than Japanese kids.

43. W,
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Dear Jim,

How is everything going?

As you know, the theme of the World Earth Day 2024 is “Planet vs. Plastics”. Our
school is organizing an event to raise students’ awareness of plastic pollution and
inspire us to make a difference.

The event will feature some activities like presentations by environmental experts
and discussions about the impact of plastic pollution on our planet. The highlight of the
event will be a hands-on workshop. To help with it, I will go to the nearby
neighborhood with my classmates to collect plastic waste, which will be creatively
made into artworks in the workshop. After that, we will give them back to the
neighbors.

I am eager for the event. Wait for my pictures!

Yours,

Li Hua
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